Brembo brakes with the front left
disc linked to the rear through a
load compensator.

The V7 Sport was replaced by
the 750-S3 but my first contact
with the range came with the 850-
T3 tourer which came with a

premium suspension and other that in 1970 todk a f:stful of

As such, there is a strong link
with the period in the sixties when
Moto Guzzi launched its V7 tourer
at the 1965 Milan Show.
i arranged  with

While the V7 tourer continued to
sell modestly, Tonti exploited the

designing a new machine with a

. The 850 Le Mans Mk Il a’f
1978.In 1 976 the Mk | -
_docked a genuine mean two-

‘way speed of 123 mph. =
Ignore the speedo readmg’
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band that provided a perceptible and residents each side of the road Commando 850 on top speed and  looking  750-53, tested the

i e thratela rAsm A



70 and 90 mph on the speedo and
find out what the real speeds
were. Most bikes had speedos that
were optimistic by about no more
than ten percent. But the Guzzi
was so far out that we double
checked. At an indicated 70 mph
the bike was doing just 56 mph -
25 percent optimistic. So that 130
mph might be just 108 mph in
reality.

The flat out speed checks
weren't that bad though. Tucked
e 750-S3's spoily

d(

dlebars and

more than 130 mph on the clock).
The tall gearing and difficulty of
achieving a smooth take-off with
the dry single-plate clutch, also hit
acceleration, clocking 14.7
seconds with a terminal speed of
93 mph. News was out that the
850cc Le Mans Mark | was on the
way however, and this was
expected to be a real sports bike
that could show a clean pair of
wheels to the from Ja

The basis of

and the headlamp adorned by a
slinky little fairing.

The engine was similar to the
850-T3's with a bore and stroke of
83x78 mm giving 844cc but with
much better breathing capacity.
Huge 36mm-choke Dell'Orto
carburettors drew air through
intake trumpets under the side
panels and fed bigger valves in
combustion chambers I
heady 10.2 to 1 compressior
All th led up to a

You'd fire up with the car-style
electric starter and the engine
would settle down to the lumpy
vee-twin beat. Throttle action was
lighter than expected but the
clutch was heavy.

A low centre of gravity
encouraged relaxed bend
swinging but the bike felt

supremely taut at speed. And with
the power concentrated at the top
end of the rev spectrum you were
encouraged to use its potential

I
the
€ I

53 750cc model of 1975 was to evolve

into the 850-T3 tourer.




above the speed limit.

We tested the Le Mans in July on
one of those long, hot days in the
summer of 1976. And like its
predecessors, its speedo proved
just as much a teller of porkie pies.
But this time, the bike was a flyer.

with a mean top speed of 123.39
mph and a best one-way figure of
125.89 mph. Other magazines had
clocked more than 130mph but
these had been in one direction
with a tail wind.

The figures recorded by us at
MIRA for Motor Cycle were
confirmed by calculations showing
that the bike was rewving at 7600
rpm, slightly more than peak
power revs of 7400 rpm,
suggesting that it was correctly
geared for performance.

As a design, the Le Mans peaked
at this point. Subsequent models
like the Mark Il of 1978 came with
a bigger handlebar fairing and
lowers that, while matching the
Sl U SHULE S o
launched the same year, did
nothing for the bike's looks or
performance.

The Le Mans’ nadir was in 1983
when a version called the Mark 1V
acquired the square finned engine
and a 16-inch front wheel that
ruined the cornering composure.

But real Moto Guzzi fans took
little notice and continued to use
the traditional components
estakiiibrd Mojhad domn jmul V-

and used in long-distance and

production bike racing. A whole
range of tuning parts were
available to those who had the
right contacts, including
camshafts, conrods, valves, valve
gear. primarv drives. exhaust

The Le Mans’ lowest point. 16-inch
front wheel ruined its cornering.
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the final round at Snetterton. But

b dluffad ghactsd imuthriean ﬁ"‘”:n
off and the race afid series was
won by Pete (PK) Davies on the
Slater Brothers Laverda Jota.

The rules allowed a number of
tuning mods to be made to the
bikes,  encouraging chassis
improvements and engine tuning

so long as the parts were freely
~avltklsic Sy Hibadrdidinhee
10.5 to 1 compression pistons and
a factory camshaft, one of a
number of parts that would
enable revs as high as 9500 or
more with reliability.
After the final round, Wynn
suggested that | test the team

bikes at the MIRA test strip to
~lacinmioms~Riout the” bikes
and satisfy his own curiosity.

The test session was memorable
for me. Just after flying through the
timing lights on Wynn's own
900SS Ducati at just under 130
mph the front tyre deflated!

It felt like the steering had been

Buyers could improve later
mndelsdy fitinng ey
Seventies parts.
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Le Mans in Barcelona 24-hour
trim for the 1977 race.




locked. It was impossible to use
the front brakes so | had to
* cautiously apply the rear disc but
failed to stop before | reached the
sand trap.

Fortunately the bike was doing
less than 15 mph at the time and
it ploughed upright into the sand,
both of us unscathed.

The Guzzi meanwhile was a
rocket. | had struggled a year
earlier to get the standard Le Mans

off the standing quarter line and
fai['efl tn  hrasl 14 carande




